
Electoral Matters Committee 
The council is now holding virtual meetings. This plays a part in helping us to maintain 
the safety of the public, staff and councillors.

The City Mayor has asked that, as far as possible, there is still public involvement and 
input into the decision-making process.

Therefore, should you wish to raise a question or comment on any of the items listed, 
which will be presented at the meeting on your behalf, you can do so in writing, by 
sending an email to the address at the bottom of this agenda.

Please do this by 4.30pm on the day before the meeting is due to take place.

Further information on the coronavirus and what it means for Salford can be found on 
the council website - https://www.salford.gov.uk/coronavirus 

DATE: Wednesday, 16 September 2020

TIME: 1.30 pm

VENUE: Microsoft Teams Meeting

AGENDA

1  Apologies for Absence 

2  Declarations of Interest 

3  To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held 
on 15 July 2020 

(Pages 1 - 4)

4  Matters Arising 

5  Verbal update on Canvass 2020 

6  Verbal update on 2021 Election 

7  Any Other Business 

8  Date and Time of the next meeting - Wednesday 18 November 
2020 at 1.30pm 

Contact Officer: Sara Bennett, Team Leader (Electoral Services and Land Charges)
Tel No: 0161 793 3626
E-Mail: elections@salford.gov.uk

Public Document Pack

mailto:elections@salford.gov.uk
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ELECTORAL MATTERS COMMITTEE

Held on 
15 July 2020.

Present
Councillors Jolley (in the Chair), Lancaster, J Walsh, Pevitt, Bentham, Kelly, Walsh, King, 
Dawson, Saunders, Jones, Humphreys, Burch, Wade, Boshell, Dawson, R Wilson, Burch 
Saunders, R Garrido, Joan Walsh, Fletcher, Dickman, McCusker and August.

Sian Roxborough – City Solicitor
Karen Berry – Democratic Service Manager
Sara Rushton – Team Leader
Elliot Hogan – Senior Democratic Services Officer

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Paul Dennett (City Mayor), Councillors 
Merry, Reynolds, Hamilton, Cammall, Jones and Warmisham. From officer, Jim Taylor.

2. Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest submitted.

3.   Minutes of the meeting held on the 2 June 2020, 
The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2 June 2020, were approved as a 
correct record with the inclusion of Councillor be recorded as in attendance.

4. 2021 Elections.

Jim Taylor, Chief Executive and Karen Berry, Democratic Services Manager 
provided an overview of the deferred arrangements for the 2020 elections due to the 
Covid 19 pandemic. 

The rescheduled date is Thursday 6 May 2021. Event City is available and therefore 
the booking has been transferred over to next year.

The verification for the 3 elections will take place on throughout the night on the 
Thursday following close of poll. The count for the 3 elections taking place on Friday 
7 May. Due to problems encountered by Manchester in securing their desired venue, 
each AGMA authority will now be counting their own ballot papers for the GM Mayor 
and feeding results back to GMCA.

The present amended regulations state that any by-elections called during the 
present crisis will be held over to May 2021.

Following various questions raised regarding the status of the Ward Boundary 
Changes, clarification will be sought if a by-election was permitted (subject to further 
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changes to the Regulations) if it would be based on the old or revised ward 
boundaries.

5. List of polling stations

An up to date list of polling stations wee circulated to reaffirm the agreed venues 
arising from the compulsory review of polling districts and wards.

Further queries were submitted from Councillors Jolley, McCusker and Dawson. 
Officers to consider and provide feedback accordingly.

6. 2020 Canvas

Karen Berry informed members that the Minister for the Constitution has confirmed 
on 9 June 2020 new measures for this year’s annual electoral canvass in response 
to coronavirus as detailed in the report submitted.

The Government will amend the final date for this year’s revised registers to be
published, extending it from 1 December 2020 to February 2021. This will allow
councils more time to complete their canvassing and maintain the accuracy of their
registers.

The report submitted also provides an overview of the Canvass Reform process for 
2020.

Based on which group the properties fall into will determine how we contact them. 

There are 3 routes for a property to potentially follow:

Route 1 followed for all properties where we have a data match with DWP.
A letter is sent to these properties, it details who the council has registered at that 
property and explains that they only need to respond if there are changes required. 
They receive 1 letter and we do not need to hear back from them.
It is up to the elector to respond to us if there are any changes, either via the form, 
website or by phone (contact centre).
Some of these may be moved to route 2 depending on what response the council 
receive.

Route 2 is followed when our data does not match with DWP’s data.
Three contact attempts are required and we need to receive a response from these 
properties. 
The first contact is via a canvass form sent to the property. One contact can be via 
E-communication.
Any who have not responded after a couple of weeks will receive a further canvass 
form. Those households who have still not responded will be contacted by one of our 
canvassers either by door knock or telephone (depending on the COVID situation at 
that point).
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Route 3 - care home/student properties etc are omitted form the data matching 
exercise with DWP and receive no forms directly from the system. An appointed 
canvasser will liaise with the care homes etc to seek the information required.

Members were assured that new properties are regularly crossed checked with 
council tax and entered for the canvass.

Councillor Dawson raised concerns regarding HMO’s and that correct data is not 
passed through to the council as it should. Double checks to be carried out with 
council tax. 

6. Any other business.

6.1 2021 Elections.

It was reaffirmed that the verification for the 3 elections will take place on throughout 
the night on the Thursday following close of poll. The count for the 3 elections taking 
place on Friday 7 May. The timetable has yet to be agreed for the three counts on 
the Friday.
Councillor Dickman requested a 6pm start on the Friday. 
Councillor Saunders highlighted that Saturday 8 May is a Jewish holiday; he 
requested be observed.

Members were reminded that due to problems encountered by Manchester in 
securing their desired venue, each AGMA authority will now be counting their own 
ballot papers for the GM Mayor and feeding results back to GMCA.

6.2 Implications arising as a result COVID 19

In response to questions raised Sian Roxborough, City Solicitor and Karen Berry 
explained that they were beholden by any changes in government guidance going 
forward  in regard to arrangements for the canvass door knocking later in the year 
and for the 2021elections planning, at this moment in time were unable to provide 
any insight of what the exact arrangements would be. 
The elections team are continuing to progress various work streams in accordance 
with present government legislation and will adapt accordingly to any changes going 
forward.

7. Date of the next Electoral Matters Committee.

The next meetings are due to take place on:
 Wednesday 16 September 2020 at 1.30pm
 Wednesday 18 November 2020 at 1.30pm
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